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i Mr. Richard 0. Carden
ILLEGIB Editor and Publisher

; The Virginia Engineer
Cumberland, Virginia 23040
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Dear Mr, Carden:

~ Thank you for your letter of May 21st, giving me your thoughts
about our policy on CIA relations with the news media. Quite frankly
i “I"was shockad by the recent reaction from across the country to a
| question I answered after a speech at the meeting here in Washington
jnf*theﬁAmerjcan%Societyrof-Newspaper«Editors:51Haaannounced~ourw;3§leﬁﬂan
‘poticy-in-December 1927 {copy: enclosed) and-had designed-thatpolicy... .
‘to: close- any loopholes perceived in the policy announced in February 1976
by my predecessor. iy policy was widely reported in December 1977,
with:a rather mild reaction, to the so-called exception clause. There _
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were, lengthy open.hearings dn the: subject of "The CIA and the, Hed{

ht of the House Permanent Select” B 7+

! held by .the Subcommittee on Oversi
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5 Lommittee on Intelligence in December 1977 dand ¥n January and April 1978,
| I have testified about this policy in several open”hearfngs ‘since! +oovits
? that time. 1In any case, I have made public assurances that we would '

g make. exceptions to our policy oply in extraordinary circumstances when R
] 7t was of grave concern’to do so*in the interest of national-seciptty. "
i T“haVé”tOhSideréd“théfUSé“dfﬁheWSmén'on1y*threext?mes'and'for'&“vanietyny %
o¥ reasons’those* journalists: wereinever-usad: seroe oy cowir . :
neﬂy?Agsyou?mﬁghtwimagineeﬁghave%receivedhconstderablqa;ommenm,ybquncﬁ_53
edi torialdtyandninr dJetterss . from-journal ists..around .the  countyy... Teovidé me ‘
mustrsaycxhatfnotimauy;havegﬁad?thercourageoigaPUt:their-SUpPQriéJPvQﬁa,%@”J_ECBIB
wrhting.such as you have. I appreciate your taking the time to send ' k i
such a thoughtful letter and want you to know that it has been a source

4 of. great encouragerent. e ,
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\D/PA/HEHe tu/kgt/4 June 1980
istribution:
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